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September Meeting:

Jon Thompson on

“How the Great Carpets Were Made — Some Observations”

Jon Thompsonistheproverbia speaker who needs
no introduction, but heregoesanyway. Heisoneof the
foundersof themodern systematic study of rugs, using
structural analysisand other objectivecriteria. Inhis
famous book Oriental Carpets from the Tents, Cot-
tages and Workshops of Asia he popularized the no-
tionthat itisat least asinformativeto classify rugsby
whether they were woven by nomads, villagers, or
townfolks, asby their countriesof origin.

At present heholdstheMay Beattie Fellowshipin
Carpet Studies at the Ashmolean Museum of Oxford
University. Someof hisrecent publicationsare:

Sk, National Council for CultureArt and Heri-
tage, Doha, 2004.

Early Safavid Carpetsand Textiles, in Hunt for
Paradise: Court Arts of Safavid Iran 1501-1576,
edited by Jon Thompson and SheilaCanby, Milan, 2003.

Looms, Carpetsand Ta’ limsin Technology Tra-
ditionand Survival, edited by Richard Tapper and Keith
McL achlan, London 2003.

The Nomadic Peoplesof Iran, edited by Richard
Tapper and Jon Thompson, London, 2002 (see note at
end of article).

Continued on page?2

September Meeting Details
Date: Friday, September 16
Time 7:30PM

Place: CollinsGallery, 694 Mount Auburn
Street, Watertown

Note: $5guest feefor non-members

Directions:

From Harvard Squar etake Mount Auburn street

west 1.5miles. TheCollinsGallery will beonyour

right, just beforeasign saying “ Celebrity Pizza.” If

you get to theArlington/Grove street intersection

you'vegonealittletoofar.

From Watertown Squar etake Mount Auburn street

(Rte. 16) east for 1.6 miles. TheCollinsGallery will

beontheleft, just beyond the” Celebrity Pizza” sign,

alittleafter you crossthemgor Arlingtorn/Grove street

intersection.

You can also get thereby takingtheMBTA line
71from Harvard or Watertown Square.
Parking: Parkinglotinback of gdlery (driveway is
between the gallery and the pizzeria), and on Strest.

October Meeting: Eric Risman on “Trappings of the Middle Amu Darya —
an Excursion into what is commonly called Ersari/Beshir”

Erik Rismanisanavid collector with very specific
interests-trappingsfrom theMiddleAmu Daryaregion
of Central Asia. He hasbeenacollector for most of his
adult lifebut rugsare histhird iteration of collecting.
Although hisinterest inrugsbegan 12-15 yearsago, he
started to focusthe collection eight yearsago and what
youwill seeat thisupcoming meetingisasignificant sam-
pling of thoseefforts.

Erik isan ACOR board member. Hechaired the

Continued on page?2

October Meeting Details
Date: Friday, October 14
Time 7:30PM

Place: Armenian Library and Museum,
65 Main Street, Watertown

Directions. See page 12

Please don’t forget to send in your membership renewal form by 9/10!
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Jon sent usthefollowingintroductionto histalk:

“Many different techniquesare used by weavers
tofashionthedesign of thecarpet they aremaking. These
includeworking from memory, or, alternatively, using
someform of pattern guide, which may be either ap-
proximate or precise. Every method of design trans-
mission leavesitsowntrace, and it ispossible by look-
ing at arug to determinewhich method has been used.
Observationsof thiskind reveal alot about the history
of patterns, though such ‘signs have sometimes been
misinterpreted in the past.

“Current thinking on how the‘ classical’ carpets
were made smply assumesthat the methodsin useto-
day wereasousedintimespast. Careful examination
of someold carpets, however, tellsquite another story;
anditturnsout that somelong-standing assumptionswill
haveto be questioned.

“Thisresearchissupported by evidencefrom some

October

Continued from page 1

ACOR 6 conferencein Indianapolis, and co-founded
theRug and Textile Society of Indiana. Heisasovice-
chairman of ACORS8.

Erik’stalk isa“hands-on” presentation of over 40
piecesfrom hiscollection alongwithadiscussion of the
designinfluencesamong theAmu Daryaweavings. Erik
will dsodiscuss“what’sErsari?’ In past generations,
theterm Bokharareferred to mainly Turkmenmain car-
pets. Today, Erik posits, the sameissue prevailswith
Ersari and particularly Beshir, theformer being alegiti-

unexpected sources, including the published account of
a contemporary observer and the records of carpet
weaversworking for the Ottoman court. It castsnew
light on somethorny questionsof carpet history and gives
freshinsightsinto an area governed, till now, by un-
founded assumptions.”

Note: autogr aphed copiesof thebook TheNo-
madic Peoplesof Iran will beavailablefor purchase
at themeeting for thereduced priceof $95 (it usu-
aly sellsfor $110). Here are excerpts of what Peter
Poullada (one of our last season’s speakers) hasto say
about the book: “... amagnificent volume... | cannot
say enough about the photos, over 350 of them. They
must be seen to be believed ... the volumeisahappy
conjunction of entertainment, enlightening photographs
and scholarly text.” AnnNicholasand Rich Blumentha
used someof thesepicturestoillustratetribal migration
at our April meeting (seepage9). Thisisanopportunity
not to be missed for acquiring an outstanding book!

Meeting

matetribal identity whilethelatterissmply acity like
Bokharawhere many piecesweretraded. Both names
have becomeacatchall for trappings of questionable
origin.

Erik classifieshispiecesinto threegroupings. left
bank Ersari; right bank Ersari (Beshir); and Northern
Afghan Ersari. Regardlessof whether or not you agree
with histhesis, you will see somerare and wonderful
trappings.

Turkomaniacs are encouraged to bring pieces
whoseoriginisconsidered “Ersari”.

NERS and Other Notes

New members

Wewel comethefollowing new NERS members:
Fred Mushkat, Pamela Whitehead, M ohammad
and Maryam Yamin

Ed Berkhoff takesover & b from John Clift; more
volunteer help needed

After 10yearsof loyal service heading up theef-
fortsto serve food and beverage at NERS meetings,
John Clift haselected to hang up hisapron and let some-
one el se buy the goodi es, make the coffee, and other-

wise manage the lavish spreads that he, Gillian
Richardson, and Tom Hannaher have organized for our
meetings. To replace John, NERS member Ed Berkhoff
has generously agreed to take over thereins. Many
thanksto Ed for coming forward.

We till need more hel p, because Tom Hannaher
hashad to cut back on hisavailability owing to the press
of starting anew business. All that'srequiredissmply
coordinating with Ed to accomplish abit of shopping,
schlepping, arranging, and packing up afterward, doing

Continued on page 3
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whatever taskshe needshelp with. 1t'seasy. Andit’s
only six timesayear! If you dliketolendahand, please
contact Mark Hopkins at mopkins@comcast.net or
781-259-9444.

CollinsGallery hasmoved

NERS member John Collinshas moved hiswell-
known Collins Gallery from its longtime home in
Newburyport to anew location at 694 Mount Auburn
Streetin Watertown, MA, midway between Cambridge
and Watertown square.

Johnreportsthat hisnewly renovated 2100 square
foot facility has 60% morefloor space, along with 16
foot highwallsto accommodatethe expansiveBijarsand
other room-sized carpetsfor which heiswell known.
(Editor’s note: it looks great!) A parking lot behind
the store provides ample parking. Phone at the new
galery is617-926-5600.

Noteworthy: A rug book signing in
Framingham, September 14

Ruggiesput off by the plethoraof rug booksoffer-
inglittlemorethan wadsof color platesaccompanied by
warmed-over texts about knot countsand natural dyes

will be interested in a new book called The Root of
WiId Madder: Chasing the History, Mystery, and
Lore of the Persian Carpet.

Author Brian Murphy, until recently the A ssoci-
ated Press sbureau chief in Athens, becamefascinated
by rugsduring hisyearsof middle eastern travelsand
hascompiled recollectionsof hisexploraionsintoavery
readable 300-pagetext. Admittedly starting out asan
oriental rug neophyte, heweaveshisenthusiasminto
penetrating reflections on the colorful characters, ex-
otic places, and challenging searches he experienced
among thebazaarsand byroadsof Afghanistan and Iran.

| had the pleasure of working with Brianto review
someof hischaptersasthe manuscript progressed, and
canattest that you' Il find hiswriting delightful, spanning
the gamut from light and humorousto compellingly
thoughtful.

Brianwill besigning booksat BordersBooks, 85
Worcester Road in Framingham starting at 7PM on
Wednesday, September 14. Theevent will includea
talk and Q& A period aswell. Thebook, whichiscur-
rently availablethrough bookstoresand onlinesources,
ispublished by Simon & Schuster, New York.

Mark Hopkins

ACOR 8 News

ACOR 8 registration starts in September;
early reservationsarerecommended!

Asyou’ ve no doubt heard by now, the American
Conference on Oriental Rugs (ACOR 8) opensin Bos-
tononApril 20-23 of next year. Thiswill bethelargest
and most significant Boston-based event ever devoted
to antique oriental rugsand textilesin recent memory;, if
not ever.

All NERSmemberswill receiveregistration mate-
ridsinthemail withinafew weeks. Andtheadvicefrom
ACOR board of directorsisclear: register early toin-
surethat you get reservationsfor the eventsyou prefer.

Here's why. Among the most popular ACOR
eventsare the hands-on sessionsin which experienced
collectorssharetheir treasuresin theintimacy of infor-
mal, small-room sessionswith limited audiences. This
timeACOR isincreasing the number of those sessions.

Andthey won't conflict with other attractionsbecause
they’ll al beheldinthe afternoonswhilethelarger lec-
tureswill take placeinthemornings.

Therewill aso bereservationsavailablefor spe-
cia toursof the Museum of FineArtscollectionsand
for aclass on carpet structure led by Val Arbab just
prior to the conference opening.

Because these sessions are limited in size, ad-
vanced reservations are necessary. ACOR will
record preferenceson afirst come-first served basis.
Sotheearlier they hear fromyou, thecloser you'll beto
the head of thelinewhenthey assign placesfor the ses-
sons.

TheACOR planning committeereportsthat plans
arewell along in making thisan ACOR like no other.
Therewill beinteresting speakers and wonderful col-

Continued on page4
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lectionstoview; anamazing aray of exhibitions(ninein
all) featuring rugsand textiles of all kinds; galarecep-
tions, atreasure-packed dedlers fair; eventsand hap-
peningstoliventhingsup. Andal thistakesplaceinan
intimate setting loaded with character and atmosphere,
stuated smack inthe middle of everything el se Boston
hasto offer. Welook forward to having alarge portion
of our membership on hand to represent the society,
sharetheexcitement, and participatein thefestivities.
Waetchyour mail for theregistration package, which
will beaong shortly. Andif questionsarise, they canbe
addressed to Mark Hopkins, who is chairing the con-
ference planning committee. He can be reached at
mopkins@comcast.net or 781-259-9444.

NERS assumesACOR 8 sponsor ship role

Atitsannual end-of-season meeting, the NERS
Steering Committee voted to become amajor sponsor
of ACOR8. Specificdly, theNERSwill provideACOR
agift of $5000 which will be earmarked to fund two
major conference undertakings: the conference’'s To
Have& ToHold bag exhibition, and itsFriday evening
gaareception and ethnographi c costume contest.

Thesource of thisfunding, appropriatel y enough,
wastheoriginal ACOR 1 conferencethat took placeat
Boston’s Colonnade Hotel in January of 1992. Our
organization (at that time named the New Boston Rug
Society), sponsored arug exhibition and catalogina
cooperative effort with the Rhode Iland School of De-
sign Museum of Art, wherethe exhibition hung before
moving to The Textile Museum in Washington, DC.
Through incomederived from the sales of the Through
the Collector’s Eye catalog, our society was able to
salt away amodest sum which has been accumulating
interest ever sincetoward the day when ACOR would
returnto Boston.

That day isabout to arrive, and with our $5000
gift theNERSIsproud to be onethe principa sponsors
of ACOR 8. Thefollowing letter of thanks, dated 7/11/
05, wasrecently received from Sharon Fenlon, ACOR
Board President.

Dear Mark:

Wearethrilled to know that the New England Rug

Society will be amajor sponsor of the 8" American
Conference on Oriental Rugs now being planned for
BostoninApril of 2006. Your steering committee has
generoudly voted to all ocate the amount of $5000 to-
ward the exhibitions and receptions of that event, an
amount that will greatly enhance the richness of the
ACOR experience.

Specifically, wewel comeyour sponsorship of the
To Have and To Hold exhibition of storage and trans-
port bags, which will allow our attendeesto enjoy the
“real” pieceswhichthey haveadmired on-line, and the
conference sFriday night reception, traditionally one of
ACOR’smost eagerly anticipated events.

We aremost enthusi asti ¢ about returning to Bos-
ton, thesiteof ACOR 1 whereit all began. We know
that much effort hasa ready been put into preparations
for ACOR 8 and are most grateful for your society’s
inspired help and support.

Warmest thanksfromal of usontheACOR Board
of Directorsand theACOR 8 Planning Committeefor
your society’sgenerosity. Welook forward towelcom-
ing your memberswhen the conference openson Thurs-
day, April 20.

Sincerdly,

SharonFenlon

President, ACOR Board of Directors

NERSmembersCollins, Grogan, and Pap will
bemajor ACOR 8 sponsors

Threeof theNERS slongest stlanding dealer mem-
berswill sponsor major exhibitionsat theforthcoming
ACOR 8 conference in Boston, the ACOR board of
directorsannounced recently.

John Collins of Collins Gallery (formerly of
Newburyport, now Watertown) will sponsor the*High-
lightsfrom Four Callections’ exhibitionfesturing selec-
tionsfrom the collections of NERS members Gerard
Paquin, Mark Hopkins, Ann Nicholas and Rich
Blumentha, and Al Saulniers.

Michael Grogan, proprietor of thefineartsauction
house Grogan & Company in Dedham, will sponsor the
Rudnick Collection, an exhibition of antique Caucasian
rugsbel onging to Rosdieand Mitchell Rudnick.

Continued on pageb
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And Peter Pap, proprietor of Peter Pap Oriental
Rugsof Dublin, NH, and San Francisco, CA, hasagreed
to sponsor the conference’sexhibition of rare Central
Asanweavingsfrom the collections of Jeff Spurr and

several other NERS members.

All three NERS membershave been mainstay in-
fluencesintheworld of antique oriental rugsfor many
years. They have been generous supporters of our so-
ciety sncethemid-1980s.

President’s Year End Review

It doesn’t seem possible, but it was20 long years
ago that Rosalie Rudnick, Judy Smith, Kate Van
Sciver and afew othersmet inthe Rudnick living room
toformwhat they named the New Boston Rug Society.
Tenyearslater, to better reflect the geographic diversity
of our membership, we made aone-word changeand it
becamethe New England Rug Society. And today, as
weenter our 21% year, I’ m happy to report that we're
as healthy and vibrant an organization aswe’ ve ever
been.

We closed out the season with amembership of
168, which remainsat about the samelevel that we' ve
enjoyed for the past fiveyears. Asbefore, our mem-
bers homelocationsincludeall sx New England states,
plusNew York, Indiana, lllinois, and California.

Meseting-wise, it wasan interesting and—for most
of our members—avery rewarding year. Mid-west
collector James Douglas opened our season by driv-
ingdl theway from St. Louis, MO, withacarload of his
wonderful Baluch rugs and presenting aresplendent
show-and-tell that prompted several membersto com-
ment that they had noideaBa uch weavingscould beso
colorful and graphically interesting.

In October, Caifornian Peter Poullada presented
aseriesof fascinating slides depicting nomadiclifein
Afghanistan that were taken by hisdiplomatic-corps
parentsinthe 1950s. Currently president of the San
Francisco Bay AreaRug Society (SFBARS), Peter is
now engaged inresearch to better identify thetribal af-
filiationsof theweaversa ongtheAmu DaryaRiver, most
of whom areusually (and perhapsincorrectly) identified
asErsari.

Our November meeting wasanew departurefor
us. Itwasafour hour, hands-on seminar on oriental rug
structure held mid-day on Saturday and taught by San
Diego'sveteranruglecturer Val Arbab. About 25NERS
members plied tweezersand magnifying glassestogain

abetter understanding of how oriental rugsareidenti-
fied by examining their Structure, weaving materias, and
dyes.

In February we hosted Sumru Belger Krody, a
curator at the Textile Museum in Washington, DC, who
gave usabroad survey of classical Anatolian carpets.
The event was hosted by the Armenian Library and
Museum of America, wherewetraditionally hold one
meeting each year.

Bhutanesetextileswerethe subject of our March
meeting. Author and curator Diana M yer sdrovefrom
Washington, DC, withatrunkful of incredibly lovely silk
garmentsand textileswhich shemodeled for the audi-
encewhileproviding anintriguing travel ogue of mysteri-
ousBhutan.

InApril, NERSmembers Ann Nicholasand Rich
Blumenthal gaveusarefreshingly enlightening presen-
tation about South Persian nomads, interspersing his-
toric photographs of nomadic living with examples of
theweavings (from their wonderful collection) that are
sointegrd totheir way of life. Themeetingwasat John
Callins gallery in Newburyport.

Finally, our annual picnic came off asusual with
good weather, good cheer, and our inevitable major
show-and-tell at the beautiful Concord farm of NERS
member John Bordman. | wasdisappointed to have
to missit owing to someminor surgery theday before,
but al reports were that master of ceremonies Julia
Bailey wasagrest hit, and that agood timewas had by
al.

We couldn’t achieve what we do without our
hardworking Steering Committee, and I’ d liketo ex-
tend heartfelt thanksto al itsmembers. They areJim
Adelson, Bob Alimi, JuliaBailey, Yon Bard, John
Clift, Tom Hannaher, JoKris, Gillian Richardson,
Janet Smith, and Jeff Spurr. Betweenthem, thedu-

Continued on page6
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tiesof food and beverage preparation, newsl etter pro-
duction/distribution, and speaker accommodation were
al handled with efficiency and good humor.

Weshould a so thank thosewho contributed news-
letter articles and illustrations, which included Jim
Adelson, Yon Bard, Ed Berkhoff, Ann Nicholas,
Judy Smith, and Jeff Spurr; those who helped with
our audio-visual equipment storage and set-up, which
included Lloyd Kannenberg, Buzz and Louise
Dohanian, and Yon Bard; and Bob Alimi, who has
continued to do agreat job running our web-site..

To those memberswho went the extradistance by
enrolling in Patron and Supporting memberships, wesend
extrathanks. They were patron membersJim Adelson
& Debbie Sheetz, John Collins, Jeremy & Hanne
Grantham, George Grillo, Michael & Nancy
Grogan, Lloyd & Susan Kannenberg, L awrence
Kearney, Mario & Caroline Ratzki, Beau Ryan,
Holly Smith, and Peter Walker , and supporting mem-
bersBasha Ahamed, Richard Belkin, Tom & Vir-

ginia Gasho, Jo Kris, Phil & Sharon Lichtman,
Gillian Richardson, Mitch & RosalieRudnick, and
Tom Stocker & Jim Alexander.

Asaresult of the generosity of itsmembers, the
NERS has been ableto extend abit of itsown generos-
ity ssemming from our belief that hel ping to support wor-
thy causeswithinthe oriental rug and textileworldisa
respons bility of al of us, our society included. Conse-
guently, the NERS made cash donationsto Boston's
Museumof FineArts(Textileand CostumeDexpt.), The
TextileMuseum, theArmenian Library and Museum of
America, and theAmerican Conferenceon Orientd Rugs
during the past year.

Findly, many enthusagticthankstoal of our mem-
bersfor pitching inwhen help isneeded, and for con-
tributing the enthusiasm and encouragement that isso
vital to keeping our society ahealthy and rewarding one.
Wecouldn't do it without you! Here'sto another great
season aswe approach the September opening of our
21% year.

Mark Hopkins

April Meeting:
Ann Nicholas and Richard Blumenthal on South Persian Tribal Bags
By Jim Adelson

Note: illustrations accompanying this review
appear on pp. 8-9.

On April 17, long-time NERS members Ann
Nicholasand Rich Blumenthal shared their knowledge,
love, and collection of South Persian tribal bagswith
about 45 attendees at John Collins' gallery in
Newburyport. For the occasion, Annand Rich had pre-
pared atalk, and also hung many of their piecesaround
thegallery for illustration and enjoyment. Using bags
fromtheir collection and previoudy published photo-
graphs of South Persian nomads, they described how
weaving and weavingsare an integral part of nomadic
life. Annand Rich showed amap depicting thelocation
of the five South Persian tribal groups—Afshar,
Khamseh, Lur, Bakhtiari, and Qashgai. They alsode-
fined the concept of tribal pastoral nomadism andits
key elements: 1) atribal identity with acommon lan-
guage, common culture, and tribal organization; 2) reli-
anceon raising sheep and goatsfor livelihood; and 3)

Seasond migration between summer and winter pastures.
Annand Richwent onto giveapictureof thelifestyle
that produced these weavings—they spoke as much
about the context of creation and use asthey did about
theweavingsthemselves.

They started by describing the annual migration
cyclewith alook at thewinter camp. Winter campsare
typically located at around 1,000 feet inelevationinthe
foothillsof theZagrosMountains, near the Persian Gullf.
Inwinter camp, each family withitsflocksinhabitsits
ownsite. Thefamily setsupitsblack goat hair tents—
thetents' openweavealowssmoketo passthroughin
normal use, but rainwill causethe goat hairsto swell,
meaking thetent waterproof. Withinthetent, largerocks
are piled at the back to provide awindbreak and adry
placefor householditems, including the storagebagsin
which the possessionsare kept.

Ann and Rich illustrated the basic aspects of a

Continued on page /
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South Persian saddlebag withaQashga | example. The
two bags normally have decorated fronts, created with
pileor flatweavetechniques. By contrast, the back of
thebagsistypically flatwoven, either undecorated or
simpler indesign, with stripesor patternsrendered in
tapestry or plainweave. Thetwo bagsare connected
by a bridge which in South Persian bags tends to be
narrow compared with bagsfrom Anatolia. The bags
are closed using a series of loops which are passed
through dlitsin the closure and then interlaced. Rich
noted “ sometimes nomads put apadlock at theend; |
don’'tthink it will work inBoston.” Another saddlebag
that had never been assembled was unfolded to show
how it waswoveninonelong strip.

Thespring migration startsaroundthefirst of April.
Thisisnot awilly-nilly affair—much planning goesinto
it, anditisconductedin avery organized fashion. Usu-
ally, 20-30 family unitsget together toformamigrating
group. A headman leadsthe group, scheduling all ac-
tivitiesso asto prevent trafficjams.

Each day, most of the men and the teenage boys
leavevery early withtheflocks. They travel about ten
milesto the next campsite and then theflocksrest and
grazeintheafternoon. Thewomen, thechildren,anda
few men are part of alater party—packing up camp,
loading the pack animals, and traveling onto jointhe
earlier group. Thevery youngest childrenand animals
gettoridewhiletherest walk.

Thestorage bagshold household possessionsduring
themigration and at camp. Storagebagsare used for
clothing and food, while odd items|like potsand pans
may betied directly to animal bandsfor themigration.
Ann and Rich showed examples of storagebagswitha
squareformat, in some cases with arepeating design
element likebotehsinthemainfield, andin other cases
with acentral medallion and adesigneementin each of
thefour cornersof thefield. Smaller chanteh carried
persond itemslikejewery, and thesedsovariedintech-
nique—Annand Rich showed aQashga' i examplewith
warp-faced complementary weave, and an Afshar pile
example.

Annand Rich spokeabout daily lifeduring migra:
tion. Mea stypically consist of bread, yogurt, and hot

sweet tea. Thewomen wear their finest clothesonthe
migration, sSinceit’'swhenthey get to beseenin public.
The nomads produce many of their food and clothing
items, but they aren’t completely self-sufficient, andthey
stop in bazaars like those of Shiraz to pick up food,
spices, metal products, felt hats, and cloth for clothing.
Intheweaving realm, they also acquire materialslike
cotton, special dyestuffs, beads, and amulets.

Thesummer campisusualy at an atitude between
6,000 and 8,000 feet with abundant green grasswhen
themigration arrives. For summer, the nomads put up
three-sided tents. Theflock animasareshearedinearly
summer. Thewomen have planned their weaving and
know how much wool they’ Il need, and the excessis
soldinavillagemarket or saved for trading withitiner-
ant peddlersfor fruit and other goods. I1n addition to
planning the necessary wool, the women know what
colorsthey want; madder and indigo, singly or doubly
applied, provide many of thedesired colors.

Thehorizontal ground loom isapopular device,
well-suited to the nomadic life because of its ease of
assembly and disassembly. Weaving skill iscultivated
acrossgenerations, with an older woman overseeing and
teaching theyounger girlshow toweave. Weaving skill
ishighly esteemed withinawoman’sown family in con-
Sderation for marriage, and morebroadly inthetribe.

Weddings are probably the most important cel-
ebrationsin South Persgantribal life. Marriagesarear-
ranged, with the bride’s price negotiated between the
groom and the bride’s father. The bride ridesto her
wedding on abrightly decorated horse. A bridal tentis
constructed out of flat-woven textiles, and the dowry
piecesarestacked for display. Thewedding itself lasts
severd days, with dancing, horseback riding, and feast-
ing. After thewedding thecoupleliveswiththegroom's
family for severd years.

Thewomen weave mostly when they’ re not mi-
grating. Depending upon conditions, weaving can be
donein- or outdoors. Annand Rich showed many pieces
to cover thedifferent tribesand weaving types. They
showed Afshar bagswith repeated e ementslikerosettes
and botehsin diagonal arrangement. Afshar examples
also utilize other design concepts, likeapilebagwitha

Continued on page8
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vasedesign of diminutive scale. A Qashga i example
demonstrated design linksto Safavid weaving, witha
border descended from court carpets. See NERS
website, To Have and To Hold exhibition, plates 25,
27,30, 31, and 32b for several examples.

Assummer ends, thefdl migrationreturnsthetribe
towinter pasture. Thefall migrationissimilar to spring,
but thereisless grass and water, so the animals need
morerest andit takeslonger. Thefemaleanimalsare
pregnant, so they can’'t go asquickly or asfar each day.

Annand Rich concluded by summarizing themany
dimensionsthat weaving providesintribal life. Most
productsare utilitarian, and many get heavy, everyday
use. Theweavingsreflect culturd identity, with certain
characteristicsand designs connected with each tribal
group. Weavingsare aboth generatorsand indicators
of wedlth, andinturn draw respect and admiration from
the society for the ownersand for theweavers. Andfor
theweaversthemsalves, they providean artisticoutletin
ahard and busy life.

After Ann and Rich concluded the talk, NERS
member contributionsprovided asmall Show-and-Tell.

Thisportion started with aBakhtiari double bag that
had been opened, and showed threedifferent techniques
asthesepiecestypically do: pilefor the heaviest-wear
areas, supplementd weft for themanpanels, andsmple,
striped flatweave for most of the backs, with two white
background panel swith supplementa weft designs(see
thisitemin To Have and To Hold, plate 32a). Mem-
bersbrought several chantehs madewith anumber of
different weaving techniquesand varying design motifs,
including onewith alot of animals. A Luri purserepre-
sented the small end of the weaving scale, whilethe
Show-and-Tdll finished with an Afshar vase carpet that
shared arare and complex border system with one of
AnnandRich’'spieces.

Our sincerethanksto Ann and Rich, who put an
enormous amount of work and thought into their pre-
sentation, and werekind enough to transport many items
fromtheir collectionto thegallery in Newburyport for
theoccasion! And another dollop of gratitude to John
Collinsfor histerrific hosting, asalways. Thiswasthe
last NERS occasioninthisparticular location, asJohn
iIsmoving to new gallery spacein Watertown, closer to
downtown Boston!

Above: displayed at the Gallery,

Clockwise from upper left: Luri bagface; Afshar bagface; Afshar
balisht; two Afshar bagfaces; Qashga’'i bagface

(all piled)

(more pictures on page 9)

Right: ,
Ann Nicholasand |
Rich Blumenthal
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Migrating through a steep mountain pass

Khamseh Federation piled saddle rug

Weaving a gelim

(pictures by Nasrollah Kasraian, from The Nomadic Peoples of Iran,
edited by Richard Tapper and Jon Thompson
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The New England Rug Society is an infor-
mal, non-profit organization of people interested
in enriching their knowledge and appreciation of
antique oriental rugs and textiles. Itsmeetingsare
held six to eight times ayear. Annual membership
dues are: Single $45, Couple $65, Supporting $90,
Patron $120. Membership information or renewal
forms can be obtained on our website www.ne-
rugsociety.org, or by writing to New England Rug
Society, P.O. Box 582, Lincoln, MA 01773, call-
ing Mark Hopkins at 781-259-9444, or emailing
him at mopkins@comcast.net.

NERS 2004/5 Seering Committee:
Mark Hopkins (President)
JmAdeson
RobertAlimi
JuliaBaley
Yonathan Bard
John Clift
Tom Hannaher
JoKris
GillianRichardson
Janet Smith
Jeff Spurr




May Meeting: Picnic, Show & Tell, and Moth Market
Editor’s note: Here are images of some of the and the noteswetook wereamost unreadable. Sowe
piecesfromour Show & Tell session. Unfortunately — apologizeto those memberswhose striking piecesdo
several of the pictureswetook didn’t comeout well, not appear here or are midabeled.
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Clockwise from upper left: Mongolian Kazakh embroidery; Miao (China) jacket;
Ewe (Africa) man’s cloth (detail); Ersari main carpet detail and chuval (both
with Saryk design elements); Baku wedding embroidery; Gazni (Afghan) head
scarf

More pictures on page 12
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View from the Fringe

Upcoming Rug Events

NERS 2005/6 Meetings (some dates to be
determined):

November 11: Alberto Boralevi on Prayer Rugs or
Curtainsfor the Gate of Heaven—The use of niche-
shaped rugs in the Muslim, Jewish, and Christian
houses of worship.

January 2006: Sackler Museum Slver and Shawls
exhibition (seebelow) tour, led by Jeff Spurr
February: JennyWood on natural dyes

March: ThomMondon Tibetanrugs

April: nomeseting (ACOR)

May: Picnicand show & tell.

Auctions.

Rippon Boswell, Wiesbaden, 9/24, 11/19
Grogan, Boston, 9/25, 12/4 (including rugs)
Skinner, Boston, 10/8

Bonham’s, London, 10/11

Sotheby’s, London, 10/12

Christie's, London, 10/13

Nagel, Stuttgart, 11/8

Christie's, New York, 12/14

Sotheby’s, New York, 12/16.

Conferences.

ACOR 8: Boston, MA, 4/20-23/06.

11th 1COC: Igtanbul, 4/19-22/07. Thefollowing | COC
will beheldin St. Petersburgin 2009.
Volkmanntreffen 2005: Classical Chinese Car pets
1400-1750: 10/14-16 at the Museum for Oriental Art,
Cologne, Germany. Lectureswill begiveninboth Ger-
man and English by Dr. Adele Schlombs (director of the
Museumfor Orienta Art, Cologne), HansKonig, Micha
el Franses, Helmut Neumann, Murray Eiland, Sarah
Kuehn, SandraWhitman, maybe al so aChinese scholar

knowledgeableinthefield of Chinesetextilesand car-
pets. Accompanied by amajor exhibition of classical
Chinesecarpets.

TheVolkmanntreffen isan annua meeting of peoplein-
terested inrugsandtextiles.

I nformation at www.volkmanntreffen.de.

Exhibitionsand Fairs.
Silver and Shawls. India, Europe, and the Colonial
Art Market, Sackler Museum, Cambridge, until 1/29/
06. Curated by NERS member Jeff Spurr. Highlights
theevolution of shawlsand silver tablewares produced
duringthe Colonia periodinIndia
TheRudolf Smend Collection of Batiks, TextileHis-
tory Museum, Lowdll, until 9/5
New York International Car pet Show, Javits Center,
New York, 9/27-30
Ottoman Imperial Textilesfrom the 16th & 17th
Centuries, Sackler Gallery, Washington, 9/29/05-1/22/
06
At TheTextile M useum, Washington:
Silk & Leather, Splendid Attireof 19th Century
Central Asia, 9/2/05-2//26/06
Rozome M aster sof Japan, 10/14/05-2//12/06
Huari Ceremonial Textiles, until 1/8/06
At theRISD Museum of Art, Providence:
Resist-Dyed Textilesfrom Asia, until 10/16
Ottoman Embroideries, 10/21/05-1/16/06.

Tours.

Thear chitecture, car pets, and textilesof Moorish
Spain and Portugal, an1COC Educationa Experience:
11/3-13/05. Cdl Academic Travel Abroad at 800-556-
7896, or ICOC at 215-248-0494 for information

Treasuresfor sale: Jeff Spurr isoffering awiderange of textilesand basketry for salein the service of
rationaizing hiscollection. They represent SouthAsia, Central Asa, EastAsia, SEASa Africa LatinAmerica,
and Oceania. Anyoneinterested please contact him at (617) 492-6510 (eves) or spurr @fas.harvard.edu.

Smith.

Newsletter contributorsand helpers: Yon Bard (editor), JJmAdelson, DoraBard, Mark Hopkins, Janet

Comments/contributions/for sale adsto: Yonathan Bard, doryon@rcn.com




View from the Fringe 5%

May Meeting (cont.) _ -
October Meeting Directions
Directions:
Goto Watertown Square (out-of -towners, get off the
Left: Coca bag, Mass Pike at exit 17 and follow the signs.) Take
Siguras culture Main Street (Rte. 20) westbound (left turnif coming
(Peru), from the Pike). Thesecond light is Church Street,
. icDe ntury and theMuseumison therighthand corner.
Parking:
Below: Ersari Go right on Church Street and into themunicipal lot
trapping ontheright. Most meters are free after 6PM, but
check to make sure!

X New England Rug Society X
R, <> . SN2
Post Office Box 582, Lincoln, MA 01773
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Please don’t forget to send in your membership renewal form by 9/10!




